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United States Army Sergeant Joshua Akoni 
Sablan Lukeala. SGT Lukeala served in the 
101st Airborne Division’s Air Assault team 
based out of Fort Campbell, Kentucky, and on 
June 9, 2010, SGT Lukeala passed away in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom in Af-
ghanistan. He was 23 years old. 

SGT Lukeala was born on February 19, 
1987, to Anthony and Dorothy Lukeala of 
Yigo, Guam. The son of a retired Army vet-
eran and Junior Reserve Officer Training 
Corps instructor, SGT Lukeala’s career began 
with the JROTC at Simon Sanchez High 
School where he excelled as an expert marks-
man. In 2005, he enlisted in the U.S. Army 
soon after his high school graduation. He was 
deployed to Iraq under the Stryker Brigade 
Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division in 2007, 
and during his deployment, SGT Lukeala was 
wounded by an improvised explosive device 
that detonated nearby while on foot patrol. 
The force of the blast caused SGT Lukeala to 
suffer partial hearing loss, and he was later 
awarded the Purple Heart in recognition of his 
service in Iraq. 

Although he sustained injuries during his 
previous tour in Iraq, SGT Lukeala continued 
his service to our nation with the 101st Air-
borne Division in support of operations in Af-
ghanistan. His commitment to the cause of 
freedom and to serving our nation on multiple 
tours of duty is to be commended. On June 9, 
2010, SGT Lukeala paid the ultimate sacrifice 
in answering the call of duty, and I join our 
community in mourning the loss of SGT 
Lukeala and, on behalf of a grateful nation, I 
offer condolences to his wife, Deniece Nave 
Lukeala; his daughter; his parents, Anthony 
and Dorothy Lukeala; his brother, Anthony 
Keoni Lukeala; and to his many family and 
friends. We will never forget the sacrifice SGT 
Lukeala made for our freedom. 

May God bless the family and friends of 
SGT Joshua Akoni Sablan Lukeala, God bless 
Guam, and God bless the United States of 
America. 
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IN MEMORY OF FRED LEWIS 
‘‘SONNY’’ ANDERSON, JR. 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2010 

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great sadness I rise today to mourn the pass-
ing of my friend and Minnesota criminal de-
fense investigator, Fred Lewis ‘‘Sonny’’ Ander-
son, Junior. 

Sonny was born and raised in Minneapolis 
and graduated from North High School in 
1966. He went on to attend the University of 
Minnesota, where he majored in criminal jus-
tice. He served his country in the United 
States Army from 1968–1970, and later 
served his community for 25 years as a Crimi-
nal Defense Investigator with the Legal Rights 
Center in the Hennepin County Public Defend-
er’s Office. Sonny was an avid sportsman, and 
was a loving and loyal father, son, brother, 
uncle, grandfather and friend. 

Sonny was the Chief Investigator during my 
tenure as Executive Director at the Legal 
Rights Center in Minneapolis, MN. Through 
Sonny’s tireless and courageous work, many 
Minnesotans received high quality representa-

tion without regard to income or wealth. Son-
ny’s pursuit of the truth was relentless. He 
stopped at nothing to find the elusive witness, 
document, or film footage for the sake of truth 
and justice. Sonny always worked for the indi-
gent criminal defendant, but he believed that 
the quality of justice his clients received was 
a barometer for the quality of justice to which 
everyone is entitled. 

Madam Speaker, Sonny had a profound im-
pact on his country, his community, his friends 
and family, and will be missed by all who 
knew him. 
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MAJOR GENERAL DOUGLAS BUR-
NETT, FLORIDA’S ADJUTANT 
GENERAL, RETIRES AFTER 47 
YEARS IN UNIFORM 

HON. C. W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2010 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
our state of Florida and our nation will lose 
one of our nation’s uniformed heroes Friday 
when Florida Adjutant General, Major General 
Douglas Burnett, retires after serving our state 
as Adjutant General for almost nine years. 

In fact his 47 years, four months and 12 
days in uniform make him our nation’s longest 
serving Air Force officer. That is correct, Gen-
eral Burnett led the Florida National Guard 
while wearing a blue Air Force uniform. He 
was the first Air Guard officer selected by a 
Governor to lead Florida’s National and Air 
Guard. 

General Burnett led his troops with passion 
and compassion. He rose through the ranks of 
a life-long National Guard career, beginning as 
an enlisted aircraft radio repairman in 1963 
and securing his officer’s commission and 
flight wings in 1969. Throughout his career, he 
served at all levels of the Florida Guard, in-
cluding five tours as Assistant Adjutant Gen-
eral Air and Commander of the Florida Air 
Guard. 

Florida Governor Jeb Bush recognized this 
strong and steady record of leadership when 
just two months after one of our nation’s dark-
est days, September 11, 2001, he selected 
General Burnett to serve as Florida’s Adjutant 
General. It was a tall task for any officer but 
the right task for this General. 

General Burnett quickly established the re-
spect and confidence of his troops as he over 
saw a force of 11,000 soldiers and airmen 
who deployed to two wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, responded to 14 hurricanes, five dan-
gerous years of forest fires, untold tornadoes, 
and even a mission to secure the U.S.-Mexico 
border. In fact, the current deployment of Flor-
ida Guardsmen in support of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom is the largest deployment of Flor-
ida troops since World War II. 

Despite this hectic pace of operations over 
the past nine years, General Burnett never 
lost site of his mission to ensure the readiness 
of his troops and availability of the equipment 
they would need to carry out their missions 
safely and successfully. First and foremost, 
though, was the morale of his guardsmen and 
their families. As he told the Florida Air Na-
tional Guard publication The Eagle’s Eye, ‘‘I 
felt that when you get to know the people and 
you get to know their mission and you get to 

know their needs, you can lead them better. I 
really dug in to know the culture, the needs.’’ 

Following my remarks, Madam Speaker, I 
will include the full story about General Burnett 
entitled ‘‘A Leader’s Legacy’’ written by Master 
Sergeant Thomas Kielbasa because it cap-
tures the essence of a leader who carries out 
his duties equally focused on his mission and 
the needs of his troops. 

My wife Beverly and I know of General Bur-
nett’s commitment to standing up for the 
needs of his troops. We took many of his calls 
and e-mails in the middle of the night when 
others tried to deploy his troops with insuffi-
cient equipment, when they left his troops sit-
ting on a tarmac without an aircraft waiting to 
return home, or when they readied his troops 
for deployment by putting them in inferior 
housing. Together we solved those problems 
but only because General Burnett had the 
courage to stand up for his troops and their 
families. 

As a career guardsman, General Burnett 
knew that there is no distinction between the 
abilities and professionalism of guard and ac-
tive duty troops. And he always made sure 
that our nation’s military leadership knew that 
and respected the special skills of our Citizen 
Soldiers. 

Throughout his life in uniform, General Bur-
nett served side by side with his wife Judy 
who shared his commitment to taking care of 
the needs of his soldiers and particularly their 
families. She understood the stress of long de-
ployments on spouses and children. This in-
cluded financial and emotional strains. 

Madam Speaker, Major General Douglas 
Burnett has raised the bar to a new level 
when it comes to leadership. He has devoted 
his life to securing our state and securing our 
nation. He has helped shepherd us through 
some of our most difficult and dangerous 
times and done it with great skill. He has also 
trained his replacement, Major General Em-
mett R. Titshaw, Jr., well as this Air Guards-
men will step right in prepared to lead Flor-
ida’s troops wherever their mission takes 
them. 

Our nation owes a tremendous debt of grati-
tude to Major General Douglas Burnett for his 
lifetime of service to our state and our nation 
and to the cause of freedom and liberty. He 
has followed in the greatest tradition of all 
those who have worn our nation’s uniform 
from the Minutemen, our nation’s earliest cit-
izen soldiers, to the heroes who continue to 
carryout the international war on terrorism. 

In behalf of the people of Florida and the 
United States of America, and all those Gen-
eral Burnett has served with and led these 
past 47 years, thank you for a job well done. 

[From The Eagle’s Eye] 
A LEADER’S LEGACY: MAJOR GENERAL DOUG-

LAS BURNETT, ADJUTANT GENERAL OF FLOR-
IDA, REFLECTS ON 47 YEARS OF SERVICE 

(By Master Sgt. Thomas Kielbasa) 
ST. AUGUSTINE, FL (June 17, 2010).—It’s 

been a long, fast flight for Douglas Burnett. 
His career took off on a sunny morning near-
ly 50 years ago when he was a young Airman 
climbing into the cockpit of an F–102 fighter 
jet to repair a pilot’s radio. 

In what felt like just a few heartbeats to 
the Florida Guardsman and aspiring jet 
pilot, his career sped by like a supersonic 
fighter. 

Now the 65-year-old major general and cur-
rent Adjutant General of Florida knows his 
47 years of military service are nearly over. 
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